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Potpourri ICHS Directors 
Tom Wilson of rural Iowa County 

was elected to the !CHS Board of Direc
tors at the annual meeting October 25th. 
He replaces Janice Blask who resigned 
for health reasons. We welcome Tom to the 
Board. His vision will help the ]CHS to 
plan for an expanded future. 

Correction: Member Carl Arneson

of Barneveld, Wisconsin mentions that in 
the "As I Recall" article in the April News

letter, the swimming pool mentioned was 

not at "Cave of the Mounds" but actually 
·11 what is now "Blue Mounds State Park."
As Carl says, it's for the record. Thanks.

Since this is a local history newsletter, we
do need to correct errors when they are
pointed out. Sometimes the Editor simply
gets behind in the follow-up research. He
will try to improve his behavior.

Our thanks to Eileen Arndt for al
lowing her name to be presented as a can
didate for the Society Board. 

The Editor has literally been 
swamped with offers from readers who 

Public Meeting 
City Hall 

Dodgeville 

1 :30 p.m. Saturday 

January 28, 2006 

Speaker: 

Judge William Dyke 

"A Look at 

our Past" 

Valentine 
�-,l• •· .

wish to do a little reading and writing for �...ijlll
���� 

!Dinner-Dance,·
'.t. - •· '""- -- -

the ICHS Newsletter. He will continue to 
sort out the applications. Do not take it as 

an affront if you were not selected to join 
the ranks of starving newspaper workers. 
Try again .... Please try again. 

Many thanks to Doug Cieslak of 
the Driftless Area Land Conservancy for 
lecturing at the !CHS Annual Meeting. 
"Preserving our Material and Natural 
Heritage" should be on the minds of all . 
..,very archival society, every landowner 

and every citizen who cares about the fu
ture was well instructed by Doug's lecture. 

�-sun. February 12
The Th ms from
Noon to 4 p.m. 

Music by ... 
Tom Bedtka 

fun, fun, fun 
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Nordmcendene i Amerika 
by Martin Ulvestad 

Volume I 
1907 

Olaf Kringhaug's 
Translations of the First Norwegian Settlements in America and in Wisconsin 

Used by permission of Olaf Kringhaug, Translator 

'N.B.': Rock County is shown first, next Wau
kesha, Racine and Dane, since the Norwegian immi
gration to the State began here. The other counties are 
listed alphabetically so the readers can easily find 
what they seek. It may, however, be of interest to see 
which direction and order the immigration occurred, 
therefore the years are added: Rock '38; Waukesha, 
Racine and Dane '39; Green and Milwaukee '40; Iowa 
and La Fayette '41; Walworth '42; Dodge '43; Colum
bia and Fond du Lac '45; Brown, Jackson, Jefferson, 
Manitowoc and Winnebago '48; Monroe, Vernon, 
Trempealeau, Pierce, Portage and Richland '49; Door, 
Crawford, Juneau, La Crosse, Waupaca and Waushara 
'50; Adams '51; Burnett '52; Kewaunee and St. Croix 
'54; Buffalo '56; Chippewa '57; Dunn and Polk '59; 
Eau Claire ca. '60; Barron '63; Shawano '68; Outa
gamie '69; Clark '70; Ashland '72; Oconto and Wood 
'73; Marinette '75; etc. If one also takes the accompa
nying map, one will be able to see a quick but certain 
grasp of the course of the pioneer path. 

Iowa County, Wisconsin 
The brothers Erick, Ole and Haisten 

Halvorsen from Vregli, Nummedal were the first 
Norwegian settlers in Iowa County. They came direct 
from Norway and settled 3-4 miles from Dodgeville in 
1841. Haisten was a blacksmith; Ole and Erick were 

farmers. Next after them came John Lee from Toten. 
Wheat, barley and rye were their main source of 
income. The day pay at that time varied between 
twenty five and fifty cents. 

Knut Halvorsen Bromsdalen from Numedal 
was the first in the area of Pine Knob. Settling in in 
1846, a settlement was established in the area of Mos
cow, Ole Sandersen from Hallingdal and Ellef 
Knudsen from Nissedal were the first settlers. 

Otter Creek Congregation (in Highland 
Township) and Dodgeville Congregation, that were 
established in 1850 (or thereabouts), were the first 
Norwegian congregations in the county. They were in 
The Norwegian Synod. Their first permanent priest 
was Johan Munch, who took over the post in 1855. 
Now here (1907) are 6 Norwegian congregations and 
4 churches, 4 of them belong to The United Church, 1 
to The Norwegian Synod and 1 to The Lutheran Free 
Church. Gunder Paulson of Hollandale was the first 
Norwegian who held a public position here; he was 
elected County Treasurer in 1884. 

In Iowa County there is only one place whose 
name is said to be Norwegian, namely the aforemen
tioned Hollandale, to which the Hon. Bj0m Holland 
likely gives his name. 

Text slightly abridged for clarity, style 

retained. Editor. 

The Map 

At the left is a map which shows the extent of 
the Norwegian migration to the upper Midwest of the 
United States. The solid black mass in Wisconsin 

'

Minnesota, North and South Dakota is the major area 
of immigrant Norwegian settlement during the 19th 
century. No surprise to most Wisconsinites, the hardy 
Norse have been diligent farmers, avid citizens, and in 
the past willing to debate within their own community 
about a variety of matters, politics not the least of 
them. Very American people those Norwegians. 
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Under the Wire 
by Neil Giffey 

Acquisitions 
Lorna Kieffer, Dodgeville, Wis.: Documents re: in
corporation of Rewey. 
Mrs. Ernest Twist, Beloit, Wis.: Postcard 1909 DHS
baseball team. 
Janet Suhr, Newberry, Fla,: Photographs, children's 
clothing, bio. sketches and clippings of Olson Family. 
Christine S. Althaus, Sinsinawa, Wis.: Land Office
Records, Mineral Point.
Julie Weiskircher, Dodgeville, Wis.: Plaque honoring

Esther Stephens, early auto salesperson. 
Kathleen Vergin, Avoca, Wis.: Stocks, Storkson, 
Knight and Gile family histories. 
Agnes Johnson, Green Valley, Ariz.: Genealogy
Owen Mcweeney, 1824-2005. 
Joy Hosking, Stoughton, Wis.: Children's shoes. 
Ralph B. Kleppe, Barneveld, Wis.: Hand wool cards.
Lyla Vinje, Hollandale, Wis.: Miners dinner pail. 
John Metcalf, Madison, Wis.: First Annual Report
Dodgeville General Hospital Assoc., Dodgeville Cow 
Testing Assoc. report 1921-22, coins, postmarked 
,tamp, program Dodgeville City Band, 1914.

Alice Griffiths, Dodgeville, Wis.: Miner's pick,
scrapbook clippings "Along Main Street," 1956 
Dodgeville tax roll.
Friends of Dodgeville Public Library: Book, "Songs

for Common Schools."
Jane Anderson, Dodgeville, Wis.: Postcard of Old
St. Joseph's Hospital.

Nancy Poquette, Monterey, Calif.: Photographs and
genealogies of descendants of the Tyrer, Bunting, 
Harper, Davey, Stephens, Youlton, Trevithick, 
Holmes, Mitchell, and Poquette Families with "A
Summary Research Notes on the Poquette Family." 
Book: Jenny Lind with Sanborn surname link.
Eleanor Williams, Dodgeville, Wis.: Photo of Agnes 
Cutler early Hollyhead School teacher. 
Beverly Zimmerman, Dodgeville, Wis.: Photographs
of Big Spring Cheese Factory.
Willard and Ruth Yungbluth, Dodgeville, Wis.;
Photographs of Gilman and Pumpkin Center cheese 
factories.
Gregg Bennett, Mineral Point, Wis.: List of those
buried in Graceland Cemetery as originally transcribed 
· '1 1979 by Alva Spargo with update since that year

(Continued on page 4) 

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 

§ /CHS Events in 2006 § 
e e 
e Public Meeting e 

S All are welcome S 
S 1:30 p.m. Saturday, January 28, 2006 S 
: Dodgeville City Hall 3 
e Judge William Dyke e 

I "A Look at our Past" S 
S Valentine Dinner-Dance 3 
S at The Thyms on 23 North S 
S Noonto4pm S 
e MusicbyTomBe dtka e 

S Sunday , February 12, 2006 S 
S Remember last year . . .  fun, fun, fun S 
e e 
e City Wide Garage Sale e 

S at Museum S 
S Saturday, April 22, 2006 S 
a Ice Cream Social I 
0 at Museum 0 
S Thursday, July 13, 2006 S 
0'---------------0 
0 Annual Meeting 0
S Dodgeville City Hall S 
3 Tuesday, October 24, 2006 3 
e 7:30 p.m. e 
e e 
eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 

oe,tober i7, 2005

Decw Mrs.. sers.e,vi: 
PLrns.e fLv..,d ev..,dos.ed VIA..t) e,vied�. for 40.00 for Cl

5 t)elilr V1A.eV1A.bers.viL-p. 
1 rrnd rne,vi v..,ews.Letter frnVIA. e,over to e,over. Mt) 

DGld WGls. borv.., Glv..,d rG!Ls.ed ov.., tvie beGlL{Hfl,(_L fcirVIA. wLtvi 
tvie i'OL{Vl,d bGlrv.., ov.., Gl roGlo! WGltJ v..,oi'tvi of stevev..,s. 
PGlrR.? ReGldLv..,g tvie wov..,derfl,(_L s.torLes. Glbol,(_t grnwLv..,g 
l,(_'P Lv.., DodgevLLLe brLv..,g to V1A..e grrntjotJ· I es.-pee,LG!LLtJ 
eajotJed Mr. Nds.ov..,s. (oe,t. 05) wrLHv..,g ov.., viLs. e,viLLd
viood. l<'..ee-p l,(_'P tvie wov..,derfl,(_L worR.. 

SLv..,e,erdtJ, 
Gvi rLs.Hv..,e t-tGl Lg rLVIA. de Ul l,(_rev..,ts. 

The Stevens Park mentioned is part of Gov. Dodge State Park. 
The writer's father was a Ha/grim. We are pleased to be a re

pository for the memories of our friends. Editor. 

.... • 

• 
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Newspaper Microfilm at ICHS 
Arena Wis. Star, 1874-1876 and 1877-1886, becomes 
Dodgeville Star in 1883-1886, becomes 
Rural Eye, 1887-1887 
The Eye and Star 1893-1895 become 
The New Star, 1895-1896 
Rural Eye of Arena, 1887-1888 and 1888-1889 becomes 
The Eye and Star, 1890-1893 
Index to Wisconsin Miscellaneous Newspapers 
New Star, 1896-1897 
New Star, 1898-1900 
Dodgeville Chronicle, 1862-2004 
Barneveld Banner, some issues missing 
The Hollandale Review, some issues missing 

Contact !CHS in advance and access, study 
and print hard copy of the family stories you wish 
most to know. 

************* 

(Continued from page 3) Acquisitions 
by Gregg Bennett. 

Roger Kramer, Highland, Wis.: Blue Graniteware 
coffee pot. 
Lonna Arneson, Cross Plains, Wis.: Ruler promo

tional handout, slide rule, red cup advertising Jack's 

Shell Service Center Dodgeville, map of Barneveld 

Quadrangle showing Barneveld, Ridgeway and Hyde. 
Joan Young, Kalamazoo, Mich.: Book-Joseph Gun

dry biography by Joan Emerson Young. 

Norman Rule, Mineral Point, Wis.: Photos of Potter
ton Cheese Factory. 

Mary Ellen Jewell, Mineral Point, Wis.: Photo of 

Potterton Cheese Factory. 

Lois Narveson, Dodgeville, Wis.: Photos of Knobs 

Hill Cheese Factory. 
Premier Legacy Books, Dodgeville, Wis.: Books: 

Chellevold, Foley and Zlabek genealogies. 
Mary Berg, Dodgeville, Wis.: Framed pictures of all 
Iowa County judges and other Iowa County material. 

Removed from lobby of Courthouse Inn and donated 

in memory of Kenny Berg. 

Harold Peterson, Dodgeville, Wis.: Photos of Arena 
Cheese factory. 

Judge William Dyke, Dodgeville, Wis.: Governor 
Dodge Cabin note cards. 

A Messcige froV\A., tvie PresL�el/\,t 
bk:j ALLce c;rLffLtvis 

Tvie IOWC! COIAV\,t/::j lsoC!rcl of S1A-perJLs.or.s V1C!.S 
LV\,clLwtecl tviC!t tviL.s i::jeC!r, cl1Ae to b1Aclget e,ov'\,.strCfLV\,ts., 
tvie/::j wLLL V\,Ot be -provLclLV\,g .s1A-p-port to tvie soe,LetLe.s 
V1A.1A.Se1AV1A. C!clclLHov'\, -progrC1V1A.. Tvie cLti::j of DoclgevLLLe 
viC!.s LV\,clLe,C!tecl tviC!t Cit tvie tLV1A.e wviev'\, tvie b1ALLclLV\,g 
ex-pC! V\,.sLov'\, -proe,eecl.s, tvie/::j wLLL 1A-pclC1te tvie re.strooV1A..s 
wviLe,vi .serve botvi tvie soe,LettJ Cfv'\,C\ s-prLV\,ger "PC!rR. 

IV\, .s-pLte of tviL.s clL.sC1-p-poLV\,tV1A.ev'\,t, tvie V\,eecl for 
C!clclLtLov'\,CfL .s-pC!e,e wLLL V\,Ot go C!WC!tJ Cfv'\,C\ we wLLL e,ov'\,
tLV\,IAe OIAr blALLclLV\,g fiAV\,C\ rC!L.sLV\,g efforts.. yolAr C,QV\,
tLV\,1Aecl .s1A-p-port Ls. eCfrv'\,e.stLtJ req1Ae.stecl. 

we e,ov'\,tLV\,IAe to ree,eLve gLf.s of viLs.torLe, C1rtL
fC1e,t.s froV\A. tvie e,0V1A.V1A.1AV\,Ltt1 Cfy'\,cl Lf we C!re to viC!Ve Cf 
vLC! bLe V1A.1A.Se1AV1A. Cf V\,C\ rev'\,cler s.ervLe,e to tvie -p1AbLLe, OV\, Cl 
/j rn r MOIAV\,C\ bC!.sL.s, we V1A.1A.St e,ov'\,tLV\,IAe rC! L.sLV\,g f1AV\,C\.S 
for tvie C!clclLhov'\,. Tvie soe,LettJ e,ov'\,hv'\,1Ae.s to ree,eLve 
Cl V\,C\ wt Cl Log LteV1A..s C!.s wLLL be V\,otecl froV1A. tvie ex
-pC! V\,clecl LL.st of C1e,q1AL.sLHov'\,.s Ly'\, tviL.s News.Letter. Tvie 
e,C!tC!LogLV\,g bC!e,RLog wm tC!Re .severC!L tJeC!rs. to over
e,oV1A.e b1At e,oV1A.-pLete e,C!tC!LogLV\,g wLLL -prove Cf boov'\, to 
tvio.se froV1A. MOIAV\,C\ tvie e,O1AV\,trt1 wvio wL.svi to e,viC! rt 
tvidr IOWC! COIAV\,ttJ roots.. 

Tvie booR, "Tvie cviee.se FC!C-torLe.s of 1owC1 
Co1AV\,tt1 ," L.s e,o V\,tLV\,IACI LLtJ res.eC! re,viecl Cf V\,C\ ex-pC! V\,clecl 
Cfv'\,£i\ wLLL be Cf weLe,oV1A.e C!clclLtLov'\, to tvie viLs.tortJ Cfv'\,C\ 
C,1A.Lt1Are of IOWC! COIAV\,ttJ. 

5L.sewviere Ly'\, tviL.s V\,ew.sLetter Ls. Cf LL.st of C,Je,
HvLhe.s for 2000, LV\,d1AclLV\,g tvie DLV\,V\,er-DC!V\,e,e Cit 
Tvie TV1tJV1A..S OV\, SiAV\,CIC,JtJ, rebrnC!rtJ 1-2, V\,OOV\, to 4 
-p.V\A.. lse .SIA.re to V\A.C!rR !::JOIAr e,C!Ley'\,clCfr.s. 

TV1CIV\,R !::JOIA for tJOIAr e,ov'\,HV\,1Aecl fLV\,C,JV\,e,LC!L 
.s1A-p-port, !::JOIAr voLIAV\,teer efforts. Cl V\,C\ tJOIAr LcleC!.s for 
e,ov'\,tLV\,IALV\,g Cfy'\,cl ex-pC!V\,C\LV\,g tvie worR of tvie lowC! 
COIAV\,t/::j HL.storLwL Soe,LettJ. 

Pre.sLclev'\,t ALLe,e c::;rLffLtvis. 
OV\, lseviC!Lf of tvie lsoC!rcl of DLree,tors. 

The Long Arm of The ICHS 

Prior to the Annual Meeting your Editor sent an email to Eileen Arndt of Rural Iowa County inquiring as 
to her willingness to run in the election for the ICHS Board of Directors. Well . . .  I thought my query was to our 

Eileen, but my reply was as follows: "I would be delighted to run for a position on your Board but, unfortunately 
I just can't manage the commuting to meetings. You see, I'm in upstate New York!! "Eileen"



Iowa County Historical Society 5 

Songs for Common Schools 1914 
by A. J. Linden 

The Laurel Book Company 

Dedicated to W.A. Shoemaker 

President of St. Cloud Normal 

Donated by Friends of The Dodge

ville Public Library, "Songs for Common 

Schools" was assembled by A. J. Linden de
scribed on the title page as a "Lecturer on Mu
sic" at the Teachers Training School, Minne
sota. The 40 titles include such old favorites 
as: The Minstrel Boy (illustrated at right), 

Annie Lautie, Battle Cry of Freedom, Dixie 
Land, The Friendly Cow, Home Sweet Home, 
The Last Rose of Summer, Old Black Joe, The 
Star Spangled Banner and The Watch on the 
Rhine. Many members will recall with wistful 
pleasure singing these old favorites in a wide 
variety of community settings. Most of them 
have not traveled into the hearts of the latest 
generation. 

Perhaps a revival is in order, they are 
easy to sing, although some not listed above 
night seem inappropriate in our much more 
diverse society. 

,. The 
2. The

min strel boy to the war has gone, In the 
min - strel fell, but the foe - man's chain Could not 

JJ -•-

• • 

,.,- ..... 
I 

-,,- i :.,--� 
His fa - ther's sword 
The harp he loved, ne'er 

r, 
--- .J 

----

•-.-•-j· 
• 

ed on, And his wild harp slung be - hind him. 

a - gain, For he tore the chords a - sun - der; 

Saving Family Treasures ... Excerpted from an article by Maureen Taylor 

If you haven't stopped by a facility that owns un
published original documents relating to your ancestors, 
pay them a visit. All of these research repositories share a 
common purpose--to preserve, provide and protect materi
als for their users. You can find a library, archive, or his
torical society either on the state, county or town level in 
places your ancestors resided. Ask for lists of repositories 
at your local library. My love affair with searching in 
the stacks began as a child and continued as an adult. I 
spent years working for a variety of non-profits and learned 
to spot a successful researcher. They had a sense of purpose 
and well-organized notes. They asked simple direct ques
tions and made it a point to prepare ahead of a visit. 
Whether it's your first time using a research library or your 
hundredth, there are things you can do to help staff assist 
you. 
--- Contact them in advance of your visit to find out 
.1eir hours and fees. 

--- Ask about the type of material in their collection and ac 

cess to it. If they don't have information related to your 
topic of inquiry, they might know of another agency in the 
area that does. 
--- Organize your research. Neat print-outs, lists of ques
tions and pedigree charts help to make your research visit 
productive. 

The staff can help you in the search for new data. 
They know their collections, how to use them, and what's 
not in the card or online catalog. They probably even know 
of other nearby collections because of networking with col
leagues. Just keep in mind that most organizations are 
short-staffed and have a lot of patrons that need their atten
tion. 

I have a nightmare that genealogists will forget the 

reason for visiting a real research library, forsaking the 

thrill of books for the ease of a mouse click. Let's not let 

these valuable organizations fade from view. M Taylor 

Copyright 2005, MyFamily.com. 

him; 
der ; 

he 
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Shipwreck Kills Parents ... High Tragedy on the Pacific 
by Boyd Geer 

When I moved to Dodgeville several years ago and 
became interested in Iowa County history, I knew that the 
surname Geer was rare in this neck of the woods. It was a 
surprise when I received a recent Geer Family Association 

Newsletter to read the lead article about Gears with a con
nection to Iowa County. 

Now you might think that this is a different family 
since the spelling is not the same. However, our family 

association includes these vari
ants of the spelling: Geer, Gear, 
Geere and Gere. We all trace 
our ancestry to George Geer 

who immigrated from England 
�t:�.;;;1,'!'1111 to Boston in 163 8 and settled 

later in Ledyard, Connecticut 
....____, _ __,_ __ _, where he had 13 children and 

lived to be 105. I am descended 
from the 9t

h child, Robert. The Gears in our story de
scended from the 3rd child, Jonathan. It was the 4th genera
tion in this line that began to use the Gear spelling. 

Boyd Geer 

The story is a sad one as revealed by the title: 
"Shipwreck Kills Parents, But Children Survive." The au
thor is Donna Lea Gear Loper who is editor of the news
letter. It is reproduced here in part with permission from 
the GF A, Keo Geer, President. 

"Virginia Gear, born 22 Feb 1828 in Galena, Jo 

Daviess Co. IL was a twin to Angelica, and daughters to 
Charles Gear and Hannah Hutton. Virginia and Angel
ica were no strangers to life around the wharf at Galena and 
the steamers taking cargos of lead to the Ohio and Missis
sippi Rivers. Their childhoods were primarily spent in Ga
lena, IL and New Diggings, WI, as their mining father trav
eled for work to support their large family of nine children. 

"Angelica married Fred G. Thearl and settled in 
Tafton, Grant County, WI. Virginia married Arthur 

Carrington on 27 Mar 1845 in Mineral Point (New Dig

gings), WI and began life together. Arthur was a native of 
Kentucky and a merchant in Platteville, Grant, WI. Wis
consin was alive with mining and teeming with the buzz of 
a territory establishing itself. 

"Virginia and Arthur were quickly blessed with 
their first child, a son, Walter Clay Carrington on 16 Dec 
1846 - only to lose him six months later. Graced by God 
quickly, a daughter, Julia Virginia Carrington soon 
warmed their hearts, born in 1847. So their family and 
home began to take shape for the future. But soon Arthur 
heard the call of the Gold Rush to CA. In fact, he had a 
brother, Timothy Carrington who may have already set
tled in the San Francisco area, and could have provided 
encouragement to move West in 1849. 

"Arthur left to go West to establish a household 

with full intent to relocate his family in the West Coast. 
Soon after Arthur's departure, his only son, Frank Car

rington was born in 1851, back home in WI, where he 
joined Virginia and Julia's wait for their husband and fa
ther's return to take them out West. 

Tragedy Strikes, not Gold 

"Arthur did indeed return by 185 3 when records 
show the Carrington family traveled presumably down the 
Mississippi River to New Orleans where they boarded the 
Steamship Daniel Webster to travel to Panama. After 
crossing the isthmus at Panama, prior to the canal being 
built, the Carrington family boarded the Pacific steamer the 
SS Independence. 

"The Daily Alta California, Mar 9, 1853, began 
reporting the SS Independence had not arrived as planned 
and tried to ease the worries of waiting relatives' fears with 
possible mechanical failures, and temporary portage in re
mote coves on the Pacific coast. But, by March 16, 1853, 
the Vanderbilt Line agent chartered the steamer Sea Bird, 
checking all accessible ports and coves, hoping to find and 
help stranded passengers of the Independence. The full 
story wasn't known until published in the Daily Alta Cali
fornia, on April 2, 1853, in a report written and endorsed 
by surviving passengers and crew, by Ezra Drown, Esq. 

"The New York Times Daily, on April 25, 1853 1 
ported the following: 'The passengers who were saved, 
found themselves on an uninhabited island, without water, 
where they were compelled to remain fifty-six hours, in a 
state of intense suffering. Finally, by firing a canon, they 
were enabled to attract the attention of some whaling ves
sels lying in Magdalene Bay, a few miles off, who came to 
their assistance, with provisions, and finally took them off.' 
This uninhabited island was Marietta Island, located just off 
Baja coastline below Southern California. 

"Unfortunately, both Arthur Carrington and Vir
ginia Gear Carrington were lost in the shipwreck. How
ever, both of their children, Julia Virginia (age 5) and Frank 
(age 2) were saved by the passengers and ultimately deliv
ered to their Uncle Timothy Carrington's care upon arrival 
in San Francisco, according to family oral history." 

The remainder of Donna Loper's story deals with 
what happened later to the children. Census records in 
1860 show a 14 year old Julia Virginia Carrington living 
with her uncle Frederick Thearl and aunt Angelica Gear 
Thearle in Taftoo, Grant County, WI. Her brother Frank 
Carrington is not listed and his location remains a mystery. 

At the time of the marriage of Virginia Gear and 
Arthur Carrington, New Diggings was part of Iowa County 
and Mineral Point was the county seat. "The History of 
Iowa County 1881" has 13 Geer-Gear references. Editor. 
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IOWA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Synopsis: Minutes of the November 16, 2005 Board Meeting 

Meeting called to order by President Alice Griffith at IO AM at the 
iseum. Other Board Members present: Boyd Geer, Neil Giffey, John Hess, 

,vlelva Phillips and Helen Radtke. Minutes of the September 15, 2005 Board 
Meeting were read and accepted with a motion that was seconded and carried. 
Likewise for the Treasurer's Report which was presented by Alice. 
OLD BUSINESS 

Museum Addition - County Board funding request - Alice reported 
that Mark Masters of the Finance Committee advised her that the ICHS request 
for $75,000 was turned down because of other competing requests for funds. He 
recommended we apply next year with a matching fund raising proposal. He 
advised the annual funding of $7500 was included in the budget. 

Museum Addition Alternatives and strategic planning discussion -

Alrce proposed going back to the Iowa County Board next year 
_
with a

_ 
new pro

posal and different approach. Helen concurred and expressed d1sappo1Dtment ID
the County Board rejection. Boyd opined that the !CHS does not have the capa
bility and capacity to do a major fund raiser and expansion at this time. John 
proposed redoing the Museum exhibits to attract more _interest and fund

_
s .

. 
Boyd 

suggested another approach. The Board had been thmkmg big, but n
_
ow 1t 1s real

istic and necessary to think small, in that over $10,000 was raised this year and 1t 
would be difficult to repeat that. He proposed focusing on the !CHS photo collec
tion, family histories and archives, and to reorganize the museum space to better 
serve and access these features. Helen noted that if there will not be a Museum 
addition in the near future, a new roof on the existing building will still be needed 
at some point. Decision made to report the funding request tumdown and the 
ramifications of the tumdown, in the January, 2006 issue of the Newsletter. 
NEW BUSINESS 

Archives Mentoring Program - Boyd advised !CHS had been accepted 
in subject program made available through UW Oshkosh. Debra Shapiro, Profes
sor of Continuing Education at UW Library School is the mentor. She met with 
Boyd in an initial two-hour session and reviewed family history files, photographs 
and other archival records in the Museum. Boyd advised that the new procedures 
for archiving obituaries on the computer is satisfactory, but converting the old 
scrapbook system for obituaries would be problematic. 

ere also will be a need for materials and he will propose a shopping list at a 
,ture meeting, using Highsmith, which has a discount program with local socie

ties in the state. Boyd's priorities for archiving are: (I) family histories, (2) orga
nizing files cabinets that have historical information and documents, (3) photos 
and (4) storing and accessing valuable documents. 

Wyoming Valley United Methodist Church - John reported that Rev-

erend Andy Husband, pastor of subject church, advised that closing it in June 
2006 is being contemplated, and asked if the ICHS would be interested in accept
ing ownership of the church along with a fund for maintenance. Motion 

. 
by 

Helen, second by Neil to tum down the request in light of the 
_
church'_s location

and limited fmancial and personnel capacities of the ICHS. Mo!Jon carried. 
Sawle Room pictures restoration - Alice advised she received an esti

mate of $ J 80 through Jeb Prazac Framing to restore three pictures in the Saw le 
Room, and that funds for this were available from a Wal-Mart grant of $500. 
Motion by Boyd, second by Melva to proceed with restoration, and motion car
ried. Other deficient pictures will also be restored. 

Election of Officers - Motion by Melva to re-elect existing officers to 
one-year terms. Motion seconded by Boyd and carried. Officers for coming ad
ministrative year are: President-Alice Griffith, Vice President-Boyd Geer, Treas
urer-Marie Sersch, and Secretary-John Hess. 

Correspondence - Alice reviewed correspondence which included(!) 
a Jetter from Robert Jackson that explained the ICHS had a 5% interest in the 
Meek Trust which would be distributed at the time the children are deceased, (2) a 
Jetter from Judge William Dyke offering to donate the remaining inventory of his 
note cards to the ICHS for use as we determine, with a value of $200, (3) an 
agreement letter advising that the !CHS will be listed in the "Road Trip Planner", 
a web-site, and (4) a letter from Marie Sersch thanking all for cards and calls and 
flowers regarding her recent illness. . . 

Additional comments - Neil advised that he reserved City Hall ID 
Dodgeville for Saturday January 28, 2006 at I :30 PM for a Membership M�eting,
and solicited ideas for a speaker, with Judge Dyke suggested. Boyd described a 
recent donation received from Lonna Arneson which consisted of seven copies of 
a 1962 USGS map of the Barneveld area and a Jack and Jackie Kennedy maga
zine. Motion by Boyd, second by Melva to accept one copy of the map. Motion 
carried. Alice advised of an invitation to list ICHS activities on the Bullet1D 
Board of the Dodgeville Local Access Cable Channel. She will look into it. 

Next meeting scheduled to follow the public meeting on January 28, 
2006. John Hess, Secretary 

************* 

Arrange for an appointment at ICHS. 
We can take your messages 24-7. We will reply as 
soon as possible. Leave your name, telephone number, 
mail address and/or email address for fast service. 
Call: 608-935-7694 or email: ichistory@mhtc.net 

Membership Application 
Iowa County Historical Society 

MAIL TO: MARIE SERSCH 

106 E. Pine St., Dodgeville, WI 53533 

Individual-annual $10.00 5 year $40.00 

Couples-annual $15.00 5 year $60.00 

Historian-annual $25.00 

Master Historian-annual $50.00 

Membership dues and categories as of July 1, 2005 

Membership year is July 1st-June 30th 

Name. ________________ Street ____________ P. 0. Box ___ _ 
City State _________ Zip ________ _ 
Membership Period Amount enclosed -------- ---------

/ am interested in making a tax deductible gift to the 

Iowa County Historical Society. Please contact me at the above address. 
Signed ____________ _ 
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Iowa County Historical Society 
1301 N. Bequette St. 

P. 0. Box44

Dodgeville, WI 53533-0044 
MEMBERSHIPS 

MAIL TO: MARIE SERSCH 

106 E. Pine St., Dodgeville, WI 53533 

Individual-annual $10.00 5 year $40.00 

Couples-annual $15.00 5 year $60.00 

Historian, annual $25.00 

Master Historian, annual $50.00 

Membership year is July 1st-June 30th 

ICHS SERVICES ... GENEALOGY . IDSTORIC RESEARCH 

The Society has archives for Iowa County: history-cemeteries

obituaries-photographs-newspaper microfilm-artifacts 

Open May-September 

Monday-Friday 

10 am-Noon and 1 pm-4 pm 

All year by appointment 

Phone us 24/7: 608-935-7694. 

email: ichistory@mhtc.net 

Web site: iowacountyhistoricalsociety .org 

Calendar of Events 

[}ufdic� 
;j)��:Jlaff 

1:30 p. m. SatwulatJ Jan. 28, 2006 
Speafwt: Judge, Willimn ;iJy,fre, 

''ll � at CJ-Wt, !J>�t'' 
Valentine Dinner-Dance 

Tickets-advance or at door 

The Thyms on Feb. 12 

Noon to 4 p.m. 

Music-Food-Friendship 

Support your Historical Society 

fun-fun-fun 
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Gilman's Brewery Workers 

Mineral Point Circa 18?? 

Courtesy of John Dutcher, Platteville, Wisconsin 
A great invention ... Photography. 

Let us look at your old photographs. 
Winter sleigh scenes are appropriate. 
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